


‘Born Curious’ Conference
Following on from International Early Years’ successful recent ‘Born Communicators’ Conference, this 
innovative and interactive second Conference, ‘Born Curious’ will explore children’s incredible and insatia-
ble capacity to inquire and be curious about their world from birth onwards.

Focusing on ‘STEAM’ learning (Science, Technology, Art, Engineering and Mathematics) and children as 
natural investigators, our dynamic speakers will share highly effective strategies and new ideas in these 
areas from UK and international best practice. The Conference will support delegates in finding practical, 
innovative ways to:

• Engage and stimulate children’s fascinations
• Follow children’s lines of interest
• Consider the concept of ‘deep learning’
• Offer a range of provocative questions to spark new thinking and perspectives on early learning and

teaching

We aim to provide delegates with a rich collection of practical and exciting ideas that can be used in plan-
ning and implementing a stimulating, engaging and creative child centred curriculum. Delegates will have 
the opportunity to discuss and explore ways to foster curiosity, scaffold learning, encourage children to ask 
questions and develop a sense of awe and wonder. 
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Registration

Welcome from the Conference Chair
Sue Egersdorff (Founder, International Early Years)

Session 1: Capturing and extending curious minds - How and Why?
Pam Mundy (Director, International Early Years) 

Session 2: How do we engage a techno-joy generation effectively in the 
classroom?
Jason Gayler (Headteacher, HandCross Park School, West Sussex)

Refreshment Break 

Session 3: Letting children lead!  Planning for STEAM in action 
Matthew Westgarth (Early Years Lead, University of Sussex)

Lunch

Keynote Presentation
Trisha Lee (Founder & Artistic Director, MakeBelieve Arts)

Refreshment Break

Session 4: Why turtles have shells and other fascinating questions 
Karen Ormerod (Head of Learning Development, Windlesham House School)

Closing Remarks from the Conference Chair
Sue Egersdorff (Founder, International Early Years)

Conference closes



Speaker Profiles

Sue Egersdorff
Sue is a highly experienced children’s services 
professional with significant expertise in early 
childhood care and education, school 
improvement, health services, and social care. She has recently 
established a new social enterprise, International Early Years, pro-
viding a platform for early childhood leaders and teachers to share 
practice and research globally. She is currently working nationally 
with a number of academy chains and teaching school alliances on 
Born4Life, a teacher led enquiry project.

Previously, Sue was a Director at the National College for Teaching 
and Leadership where she led the College’s multi agency, early 
years and children’s centre programmes. As a senior civil servant 
Sue has worked closely with government ministers and Depart-
ment for Education colleagues to design and deliver national policy 
initiatives for early years and vulnerable children.  Sue has also 
been an assistant director of children’s services in Cheshire, a 
local authority principal school improvement adviser and infant and 
nursery school headteacher. 

Trisha Lee (FRSA)
Trisha Lee founded MakeBelieve Arts in 2002.  
She oversees the development of the artistic 
programme, devising, writing and directing theatre 
shows, as well as the initiation and delivery of many 
of our creative programmes.

Trish has directed twelve shows with the company and has run 
countless projects in schools both in the UK and overseas. Widely 
known for her work on Helicopter Stories, she is in demand to 
speak at conferences and deliver training and in-class sessions 
across the world. She has run courses throughout the UK, the 
USA, South Africa, Hong Kong, Vietnam, Australia and New Zea-
land, working with both children and adults.

Based on her work in theatre and education, her ability to link 
current educational theory with theatre practice and a passionate 
interest in how children learn, Trish has published chapters in sev-
eral educational publications and has also co-written two editions 
ofTeaching Mathematics Creatively, with Linda Pound.
Trisha’s most recent book, Princesses, Dragons and Helicopter 
Stories is a detailed ‘how to’ manual on the Helicopter Stories 
approach. It was shortlisted in 2016 for Academic Book Of The 
Year, by the UKLA.  Trish is an associate of Independent Thinking 
Ltd and aFellow of the Royal Society for encouragement of the 
Arts, Manufactures and Commerce (RSA). Trisha was also a cabi-
net-appointed Social Enterprise Ambassador from 2007-2010.

Pam Mundy
Pam provides professional development, 
challenge, support and guidance for a wide 
range of schools, settings, government agencies
and Ministries of Education nationally and 
internationally (most recently in Brunei, South America, South 
Korea, South East Asia, China, Africa India, the UAE and Oman, 
Singapore, Indonesia and the United States). Her focus is on early 
years leadership, learning, teaching, curriculum and assessment. 
Pam ensures that she spends time learning directly from children 
and the adults who support their learning – the most inspirational 
aspect of her work!

Pam’s session will explore
Born with curiosity and inquiry as ‘standard issue’ and with ‘Why?’ 
as one of their first questions! That’s children! How can we nurture 
such innate exploration and desire to learn? How do we use the 
skilful art of interaction v interference?  How do we create time, 
space and environments for children to follow their learning across 
STEAM and also manage direct and deliberate teaching every 
day? Million dollar questions - explored! 

Jason Gaylor
Jason is an inspirational leader of EYFS and 
Primary school settings who draws upon 11 years 
experience in a range of teaching and learning 
environment both here and abroad. He has a 
passionate interest in technology and many tried and tested ideas 
for using technology effectively with small children to enhance and 
expand learning.

Jason’s session will explore:
We are living in a techno-world that is expanding daily! Why can 4 
year olds do what we can’t? How can we best prepare our chil-
dren for this exciting and unpredictable future that awaits? What is 
technology’s place from birth to 5 (and beyond) and what are the 
essential messages we need to be sharing, including beyond the 
classroom!

Matthew Westgarth
Matthew is a teaching Fellow in Early Years 
Education at the University of Sussex. He is an 
amazing advocate for the power of children’s play 
and freedom to explore and make sense of their 
world. As a previous Primary School headeacher he understands 
the importance and long term impact of getting it right for very 
young children.

Matthew’s Session will explore
How to support children to lead their own learning and exploration 
of scientific thinking and concepts through effective planning and 
scaffolding. He will consider the power of adult modelling and  effec-
tive questioning

Karen Ormerod
Karen Ormerod is passionate about making learning 
incredible. She has worked in Singapore, Hong Kong 
and the UK where her roles include Early Years 
Coordinator, Head of Year, Head of PSHCE and Head of Learning 
Development. She has worked in innovative, 21st century, inter-
national schools. Karen encourages and motivates teachers to 
develop their practice into a practice less ordinary.

Karen’s session will explore:
How do we develop a sense of awe about the universe in the natu-
rally curious child? How do we make the most of children’s curiosity 
in science? This session will give you the questioning tools that you 
need to develop children’s thinking and understanding. You’ll also 
gain ideas for provoking curiosity and  the session will give you the 
questions you need to in order to engage children in meaningful 
reflection.

“Do you recall the elation of running 
freely to explore with your friends?  
The glorious freedom of not being 

watched?  Do you recall some of the 
risks you took?  The giddy 

anticipation prior to taking a risk and 
the exhiliration of conquering it?”  

Rae Pica 2015



General Information

Venue
This conference will be taking place on 2 consecutive days to allow delegates to travel to the most conven-
ient one.  Please ensure that you clearly indicate when booking which day you wish to attend.

Monday 16th October 2017: London’s Living Room, Greater London Authority, City Hall, The Queen’s 
Walk, London SE1 2AA.

Tuesday 17th October 2017: The Hobbit Room, The Warren, Croydon Rd, London BR2 7AL.

Special Dietary Requirements
Please ensure you clearly state when booking if you have any special dietary requirements.

Cost/Booking/
The cost to attend is £120 per person.  Please complete the on-line booking form at www.eyela.org.uk/
cpd and clearly indicate which day you wish to attend.  All bookings will be acknowledged and receipt of a 
booking form will be considered as agreement to pay the costs.  Substitutions can be made at any time in 
writing.  Cancellations received 21 days prior to the event will be charged 50% of the fee.  Cancellations 
received 14 days prior to the event will be charged at the full fee.

Travel to City Hall, London
There is no on-site parking at City Hall and delegates are therefore advised to use public transportation.  
Underground and rail stations : London Bridge (Jubilee and Northern lines and mainline station), Tower Hill 
(Circle and District lines), Tower Gateway (Docklands Light Railway) . 

Buses: 42, 47, 78, 381, RV1 

River services: to London Bridge City Pier, also Tower Millennium Pier and St Katharine’s Pier - see Trans-
port for London - river services 

Bicycle: bicycle racks are available at City Hall, on the south side of the building by Potters Field Park 

Travel to The Warren, West Wickham
There is plenty of parking on-site at The Warren.  The closest railway station is Hayes (Kent) which is about 
a 5 minute taxi journey or 15 minute walk.  Bromley South railway station is about 20 minutes away by taxi.

Contact
Lisa Bromley Tel: 020 8462 3196 
EYELA Manager Email: lisa.bromley@pickhurst-inf.bromley.sch.uk
EYELA Teaching School Alliance Website: www.eyela.org.uk
Pickhurst Infant Academy
Pickhurst Lane
West Wickham BR4 0HL

Building 
Foundations for 
Lifelong Learning


