
 

 

 

  

 

 

 
 

Stifford Clays Primary School – A MakeBelieve Arts Helicopter Stories  
Centre of Excellence 

 

The EYFS at Stifford Clays Primary School have been participating in weekly 

helicopter sessions since September 2013.  It was immediately well received 

by our children and adults and the positive contributions that it offered to 

development in all seven areas of learning, were obvious and vast. 

 

                 

 

All children from 2 years to five years are involved. It is as magical to watch a 

stage of 2 year olds, all swimming fish, as it is to witness, a group of 

reception ‘baddies’ storming some castle walls. 

 

                  

 

In just a short time, we saw children who were unwilling to participate, 

volunteering to tell their story.  Children that at first, told one line, reaching the 

bottom of the narrator’s page and then children who initially would shake their 

head to decline, poised to jump onto the stage. 

 



                           

 

Though each story is varied either by length, content, vocabulary or action, it is 

almost without fail that we gasp at the poignancy of the many special moments. 

Helicopter storytelling has become a recognised and eagerly anticipated routine 

in our school and is one of the first things I am delighted to explain to 

any visitors, puzzled by the metres of masking tape that the children have used 

to mark out their own stages. 

Harli Green 

Assistant Headteacher for EYFS and Helicopter Champion 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you would like to arrange a visit to find out more we will be hosting a 

Helicopter Stories Coffee Morning on Tuesday 26th April 2016.* 

Or alternatively you may wish to take part in a Helicopter Stories training 

day on Tuesday 24th May 2016.** 

For more details please email 

helicopter@stiffordclaysprimary.thurrock.sch.uk 

*Price £50 per person 

**Price £115 per person includes a copy of Trish Lee’s highly acclaimed book ‘‘Princesses, Dragons and Helicopter 

Stories’ 

There was a man and a 

house and the man was 

walking to water his plants 

outside in his garden and ….. 

…and the Viking killed the 

dragon and next there was a 

baby dragon and ……. 

…..and then they went 

to sleep and in the 

morning the little girl 

woke everyone up and 

it was her birthday. 

And then there was a big lion 

eating Batman and after there 

was a balloon man. And then 

a big, big, big, big kitten came. 

….and all the bees got in the 

house.  They buzzed and one day 

they make honey and ….. 

…..and the fairy came 

and magicked the witch 

to disappear. 

…..and they walked 

away and cleared up. 
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